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ABSTRACT

Contemporary speculative fiction has increasingly become a significant literary space for examining ecological crises,
environmental justice, and the changing relationship between humans and the material world. N. K. Jemisin's The Fifth
Season (2015), the first novel of The Broken Earth Trilogy, reimagines the Earth as an active and responsive force rather
than a passive setting for human action. Set in the geologically unstable continent known as the Stillness, the novel portrays
a society repeatedly devastated by catastrophic seismic events, volcanic eruptions, and prolonged climatic disasters called
"Fifth Seasons." Through the experiences of Essun, Damaya, Syenite, and other characters, Jemisin interrogates systems of
oppression, environmental exploitation, and the ethics of survival while challenging anthropocentric assumptions that have
traditionally dominated Western thought. The article further argues that Jemisin's speculative imagination offers a profound
critique of anthropocentrism by presenting the planet itself as a living presence whose material agency challenges human
authority. Rather than celebrating technological mastery or environmental domination, the novel advocates adaptation,
ecological responsibility, and coexistence with the more-than-human world. Through its representation of geological
consciousness, distributed agency, and posthuman ethics, The Fifth Season contributes significantly to contemporary debates
in New Materialism, environmental humanities, ecocriticism, and speculative fiction studies. Ultimately, Jemisin transforms
geological catastrophe into a philosophical inquiry into survival, justice, and the future of life on a changing planet.
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INTRODUCTION

The twenty-first century has witnessed an unprecedented convergence of environmental crises, technological
transformations, and political instability. Climate change, biodiversity loss, mass extinction, ecological degradation, and
resource depletion have fundamentally altered the ways in which humanity understands its relationship with the natural
world. These global challenges have exposed the limitations of anthropocentric worldviews that position humans as separate
from and superior to nature. As scholars across disciplines seek new ways of conceptualizing human existence within
planetary systems, literature has emerged as a crucial medium through which ecological anxieties and environmental futures
can be imaginatively explored.

Among contemporary literary genres, speculative fiction has proven particularly effective in addressing these concerns. By
imagining alternative worlds, ecological catastrophes, and transformed social structures, speculative fiction enables writers
to examine the ethical, political, and philosophical consequences of environmental change. Rather than functioning merely
as escapist fantasy, contemporary speculative fiction frequently serves as a critical mode of inquiry into the relationship
between humans, technology, ecology, and material existence. Through imaginative narratives, writers question inherited
assumptions regarding progress, civilization, and humanity's place within the biosphere.

One of the most influential voices in contemporary speculative fiction is N. K. Jemisin, whose work consistently explores
the intersections of race, power, ecology, identity, and environmental transformation. Jemisin has received international
recognition for her innovative world-building and philosophical depth, becoming the first author to win the Hugo Award for
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Best Novel in three consecutive years for The Fifth Season (2016), The Obelisk Gate (2017), and The Stone Sky (2018). Her
fiction combines elements of fantasy, science fiction, mythology, and social criticism to create narratives that challenge
conventional understandings of humanity and nature.

Published in 2015, The Fifth Season introduces readers to the Stillness, a supercontinent shaped by recurring geological
catastrophes known as Fifth Seasons. Unlike many post-apocalyptic narratives that focus primarily on technological collapse
or social disintegration, Jemisin's novel foregrounds the agency of the Earth itself. Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tectonic
instability, and environmental transformations are not merely background conditions; they actively determine political
structures, economic systems, cultural practices, and individual identities. The novel imagines a world in which survival
depends not on conquering nature but on understanding and negotiating its immense power.

Central to the novel is the figure of the orogene, an individual capable of sensing and manipulating thermal and kinetic
energy within the Earth's crust. Orogenes occupy an ambiguous position within society. Their abilities are indispensable for
preventing catastrophic seismic events, yet they are feared, exploited, and subjected to institutional control. Through the
experiences of Essun, Damaya, and Syenite, Jemisin examines how power operates not only through political institutions
but also through material relationships among bodies, landscapes, and geological processes. The orogene thus becomes a
symbolic and material figure who embodies the inseparability of humanity and the planet.

Material agency is one of the central concepts of New Materialist philosophy, which fundamentally challenges the
anthropocentric assumptions that have shaped Western thought for centuries. Classical philosophy, particularly Cartesian
dualism and Enlightenment humanism, traditionally distinguishes between active human subjects and passive material
objects. Within this framework, rational human beings are regarded as the only entities capable of intentional action, while
nature is viewed as inert matter existing solely for human use and exploitation. Mountains, rivers, forests, stones, and other
natural elements are understood as lifeless resources whose value depends entirely upon human interpretation and utility.

N. K. Jemisin's The Fifth Season offers a compelling literary representation of the philosophical perspective. Throughout the
novel, the Earth is not portrayed as a passive landscape upon which human history unfolds. Instead, it functions as a powerful
material force whose geological processes actively determine the course of civilization. The continent known as the Stillness
is marked by persistent tectonic instability, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, ash falls, and destructive climatic cycles
collectively known as the Fifth Seasons. These recurring catastrophes are not random environmental occurrences designed
merely to provide dramatic conflict; rather, they become historical agents that shape political authority, economic
organization, cultural traditions, and everyday survival.

The geographical instability of the Stillness influences every aspect of human life. Cities are built according to seismic
conditions, agricultural practices evolve in response to unpredictable climatic changes, and communities establish elaborate
survival protocols to prepare for recurring environmental disasters. Social institutions such as comms, leadership structures,
and systems of resource distribution emerge directly from geological realities rather than purely human decisions. In this
sense, the Earth's material forces become co-authors of civilization. Human history is continuously written through
interaction with geological processes, demonstrating that nature actively participates in historical development rather than
remaining an external backdrop.

Jemisin further reinforces the concept of material agency through the extraordinary abilities of the orogenes. Unlike ordinary
humans, orogenes possess the capacity to perceive and manipulate thermal and kinetic energy within the Earth's crust. Their
powers reveal an intimate connection between the human body and geological matter. Rather than existing apart from nature,
the orogene embodies the inseparability of biological life and planetary processes. Orogenic power depends upon responding
to the Earth's energies rather than exercising absolute control over them. Every act of orogeny involves negotiation with
material forces that possess their own capacities and limitations. Orogenes and geological systems do not exist as separate
entities that occasionally interact; instead, they continuously constitute one another through dynamic intra-actions. Human
identity itself becomes inseparable from material processes occurring beneath the Earth's surface. The novel therefore rejects
the assumption that humanity exists independently of the environment and instead presents human existence as
fundamentally geological.

The agency of matter is equally evident in Jemisin's portrayal of stone, crystal, and mineral formations. Throughout the
narrative, stone is far more than an inert substance. Geological materials preserve memory, embody history, and facilitate
communication across temporal and spatial boundaries. The Stone Eaters, beings whose identities are intimately connected
with mineral existence, further complicate the distinction between living and non-living matter. Their presence suggests that
consciousness and agency may emerge from geological material itself, expanding conventional definitions of life. Likewise,
the obelisks—vast crystalline structures suspended in the sky—demonstrate that minerals possess extraordinary capacities
for storing, transmitting, and transforming energy. These entities operate independently of human intention and influence
the trajectory of both individuals and civilizations.

In The Fifth Season, mountains fracture, tectonic plates shift, crystals store immense energies, and geological formations
determine patterns of migration and settlement. These material phenomena continuously shape human behaviour, often

Journal of Neonatal Surgery | Year: 2025 | Volume: 14| Issue 31s
pg. 1145



Ms. R.S.Reshma, Dr. S. Geetha

resisting attempts at domination or prediction. Jemisin therefore transforms geology into an active participant within the
narrative, emphasizing that the material world possesses its own vitality and autonomy.

The novel also demonstrates that material agency operates collectively rather than individually. Earthquakes, volcanic
eruptions, ash clouds, mineral formations, human bodies, and technological artefacts form interconnected assemblages in
which agency is distributed across multiple actors. This perspective reflects New Materialist understandings of assemblage
theory, where events emerge through the combined activities of diverse material and biological forces. No single entity
possesses complete control; instead, outcomes arise through the interaction of numerous human and non-human participants.
Such a framework destabilizes hierarchical models of power and encourages readers to recognize the complexity of
ecological relationships.

Moreover, Jemisin uses material agency as a critique of anthropocentrism and environmental exploitation. The novel suggests
that attempts to dominate the Earth inevitably produce ecological imbalance and social violence. Human societies that seek
to control geological forces often encounter resistance from the planet itself, illustrating the limitations of technological
mastery. Rather than portraying nature as an inexhaustible resource, Jemisin presents the Earth as an active presence capable
of responding to exploitation. This representation encourages an ecological ethics based on respect, adaptation, and
coexistence instead of conquest.

Material agency in The Fifth Season therefore extends beyond the physical environment to encompass political, ethical, and
philosophical dimensions. Geological processes influence systems of governance, patterns of oppression, and the
construction of social identity. The oppression of orogenes mirrors humanity's broader attempt to control natural forces,
revealing how domination of both people and the environment stems from similar hierarchical ideologies. By exposing these
interconnections, Jemisin demonstrates that environmental justice and social justice cannot be separated. Human survival
ultimately depends upon recognizing the agency of the material world and developing relationships grounded in reciprocity
rather than exploitation.

Ultimately, The Fifth Season presents matter as an active, creative, and transformative force that continuously shapes both
the natural world and human civilization. Geological formations, seismic energy, crystals, stone, and the Earth itself function
as participants in the narrative rather than passive settings. Through this imaginative vision, Jemisin illustrates one of the
central insights of New Materialism: reality is produced through the dynamic interactions of human and non-human agencies.
Matter is alive with potential, capable of influencing history, generating meaning, and redefining humanity's place within the
planetary ecosystem. In doing so, the novel offers a profound reimagining of ecological relationships and establishes material
agency as the foundation of its posthuman vision of existence.

One of the most distinctive features of N. K. Jemisin's The Fifth Season is its imaginative portrayal of geological
consciousness, a concept that transforms the Earth from a passive physical environment into an active participant in the
narrative. Unlike conventional literary representations that treat nature as a static backdrop for human action, Jemisin presents
the planet as a dynamic, responsive, and influential presence. Geological forces do not merely provide the setting in which
human history unfolds; they actively shape civilizations, determine patterns of survival, and influence political and cultural
development. Through this radical reimagining of the Earth, the novel challenges anthropocentric assumptions and proposes
a world in which geological matter possesses agency, responsiveness, and historical significance.

The idea of geological consciousness questions one of the most enduring binaries in Western philosophy—the distinction
between living and non-living matter. Traditionally, consciousness has been regarded as an exclusive attribute of human
beings or, at most, biological organisms. Rocks, mountains, minerals, and tectonic formations have generally been
understood as inert objects lacking intentionality or awareness. Jemisin disrupts this hierarchy by suggesting that the Earth
itself possesses forms of activity and responsiveness that cannot be reduced to passive material existence. Although the planet
is not represented as conscious in a human psychological sense, it exhibits the capacity to respond to disturbances, influence
human affairs, and participate in the unfolding of history. The Earth therefore emerges as an active material presence whose
geological processes continually shape both the natural world and human civilization. This vision is evident throughout the
novel's depiction of the Stillness, a supercontinent defined by perpetual tectonic instability. Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions,
shifting continental plates, ash clouds, and devastating climatic events collectively known as the Fifth Seasons repeatedly
interrupt human attempts to establish permanent social order. These disasters are not arbitrary acts of nature or convenient
narrative devices introduced merely to create suspense. Instead, they represent the Earth's ongoing material activity,
demonstrating that geological forces possess their own rhythms and capacities that exceed human planning or technological
control. Human societies must continually adapt because the planet itself refuses stability. In this sense, the Earth functions
almost as a historical actor whose geological movements determine the rise, transformation, and collapse of civilizations.

The recurring Fifth Seasons symbolize the Earth's power to reshape history and challenge human assumptions of mastery.
Every Season forces communities to reconsider systems of agriculture, governance, architecture, and social organization.
The planet repeatedly reminds humanity that survival depends not upon controlling nature but upon understanding its
immense and unpredictable material capacities. Geological activity thus becomes a continuous dialogue between humans
and the Earth, illustrating that history is produced through interactions between social institutions and planetary processes
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rather than through human agency alone.Jemisin's portrayal of geological consciousness resonates strongly with
contemporary discussions of the Anthropocene, the proposed geological epoch in which human activity has become a major
force influencing planetary systems. Environmental humanities scholars argue that industrialization, mining, fossil-fuel
consumption, deforestation, and large-scale environmental degradation have fundamentally altered the Earth's climate and
ecosystems. These transformations demonstrate that humanity and geology are deeply interconnected. Jemisin extends this
understanding by imagining a speculative world in which the Earth is not simply affected by human actions but appears
capable of responding to them. The novel therefore reverses traditional anthropocentric perspectives: instead of humans
acting upon a passive planet, the planet itself participates in shaping human destiny.

This perspective also critiques the ideology of environmental domination that has accompanied industrial modernity. Human
civilizations often assume that scientific knowledge and technological advancement provide complete mastery over natural
systems. The Fifth Season undermines this belief by illustrating the limitations of human power. Despite sophisticated social
structures and specialized knowledge, no civilization in the Stillness can permanently escape geological instability. Every
attempt to impose lasting order remains vulnerable to the Earth's material forces. Jemisin thereby demonstrates that the planet
cannot be reduced to an exploitable resource or an object of unlimited human control. Instead, the Earth possesses an enduring
autonomy that continually challenges anthropocentric notions of superiority.

The novel's representation of geological consciousness is further developed through the obelisks, immense crystalline
structures suspended in the sky, and the Stone Eaters, enigmatic beings whose identities are inseparable from geological
matter. These entities blur the conventional boundaries between life and mineral existence, suggesting that consciousness
may emerge through forms radically different from biological organisms. Their presence expands readers' understanding of
agency by proposing that intelligence and intentionality need not be restricted to human or animal life. Geological matter
itself becomes capable of preserving memory, communicating across time, and participating in the world's ongoing
transformation.

The Stone Eaters are particularly significant because they embody the intimate relationship between consciousness and
geology. Neither fully human nor entirely mineral, they exist at the intersection of biological and geological existence. Their
perspectives extend across vast periods of time, reflecting the temporal scale of the Earth rather than the limited lifespan of
human beings. Through these characters, Jemisin introduces a form of deep-time consciousness, encouraging readers to think
beyond immediate human concerns and consider the long history of planetary evolution. Geological consciousness therefore
challenges the short-term perspectives that often characterize human political and environmental decision-making.

Similarly, the obelisks function as more than magical artefacts or technological devices. Their immense crystalline structures
store, channel, and transmit energy, suggesting that geological materials possess extraordinary capacities independent of
human intervention. Rather than existing solely as tools controlled by human characters, the obelisks participate in complex
material relationships that influence the narrative. Their mysterious operation reinforces the New Materialist proposition that
matter is vibrant, dynamic, and capable of generating effects beyond human intention.

Furthermore, geological consciousness contributes significantly to the novel's ethical vision. If the Earth possesses agency
and participates in historical processes, then environmental responsibility can no longer be understood merely as resource
management. Instead, ethical relationships must recognize the intrinsic vitality and significance of the material world. The
novel encourages humility rather than domination, cooperation rather than exploitation, and adaptation rather than conquest.
Human survival depends upon learning to coexist with the Earth's dynamic processes rather than attempting to suppress or
control them.

Ultimately, The Fifth Season redefines the concept of the Earth within contemporary speculative fiction. Geological
formations, seismic energy, crystalline structures, and mineral beings collectively transform the planet into a living material
presence whose agency continually shapes both human history and ecological futures. Jemisin's portrayal of geological
consciousness challenges readers to abandon anthropocentric assumptions and to recognize that humanity exists within a
vibrant planetary network where geological forces, biological organisms, and human societies are fundamentally
interconnected. By presenting the Earth as an active participant rather than a passive backdrop, the novel makes a profound
contribution to New Materialist philosophy, environmental humanities, and posthuman literary studies, offering a powerful
vision of coexistence between humanity and the living planet.

One of the most compelling dimensions of N. K. Jemisin's The Fifth Season is its exploration of posthuman survival, a
concept that challenges the traditional belief that human beings occupy a privileged position within the natural world.
Conventional survival narratives, particularly in science fiction and post-apocalyptic literature, often celebrate human
intelligence, technological innovation, and individual heroism as the means through which civilization overcomes
environmental catastrophe. Nature is frequently portrayed as an obstacle to be conquered, controlled, or escaped through
scientific progress. Jemisin radically departs from this tradition by presenting survival not as the triumph of humanity over
nature but as an ongoing process of adaptation, coexistence, and negotiation with the Earth's material forces. In the world of
the Stillness, survival depends not upon dominating geological processes but upon recognising humanity's inseparable
relationship with the planet.
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Humanism traditionally defines the human subject as rational, autonomous, and superior to all other forms of life. It
establishes hierarchical distinctions between humans and animals, culture and nature, reason and matter, thereby legitimising
human domination over the environment. Posthumanist thinkers challenge these assumptions by arguing that human beings
are only one component within broader ecological, biological, technological, and material networks. Human identity is
therefore relational rather than autonomous and continuously shaped by interactions with non-human agencies.

Rosi Braidotti's theory of the posthuman subject provides an important framework for understanding Jemisin's narrative.
Braidotti argues that identity is not fixed or self-contained but fluid, dynamic, and continually produced through relationships
with technological systems, biological organisms, ecological processes, and material environments. Rather than existing as
isolated individuals, human beings participate in multiple interconnected networks that constantly transform their identities.
This philosophy is clearly reflected in The Fifth Season, where characters cannot be understood independently of the
geological world that surrounds them. Their existence is defined by continuous interaction with seismic energy, stone,
minerals, and planetary forces.

The figure of the orogene exemplifies this posthuman condition. Orogenes possess the extraordinary ability to perceive,
channel, and manipulate thermal and kinetic energy within the Earth's crust. Their powers demonstrate that the human body
is not separate from nature but intimately connected with geological processes. Orogenes occupy a liminal position between
humanity and the Earth, functioning as mediators rather than masters of geological forces. Their abilities emerge through
engagement with material energies, revealing that human existence is fundamentally ecological and geological rather than
exclusively biological. Jemisin thereby dismantles the rigid boundary between the human body and the natural environment,
suggesting that identity itself is constituted through material relationships.

The Stone Eaters further extend this posthuman vision by challenging conventional definitions of life and consciousness.
Neither entirely human nor merely geological formations, they embody a mode of existence that transcends familiar
biological categories. Their bodies, composed of stone and mineral matter, destabilize the traditional distinction between
living organisms and inanimate objects. Through these enigmatic beings, Jemisin imagines forms of consciousness that
emerge from geological existence itself. The Stone Eaters therefore expand the boundaries of subjectivity beyond the human
species, demonstrating that intelligence, memory, and agency may be expressed through non-biological forms of life. Their
presence encourages readers to reconsider deeply rooted assumptions concerning what it means to be alive.

Similarly, the obelisks complicate anthropocentric understandings of intelligence and power. Although they appear as
immense crystalline structures suspended in the atmosphere, they possess extraordinary capacities to store, transmit, and
regulate energy. Their operation exceeds complete human understanding, suggesting that agency resides within material
systems themselves. Rather than functioning simply as technological instruments under human control, the obelisks
participate in the novel's broader network of distributed agency, where matter itself contributes to the production of reality.

Jemisin also redefines survival by shifting attention from individual achievement to collective resilience. Traditional heroic
narratives often focus on exceptional individuals whose courage or intelligence saves humanity from disaster. In contrast,
The Fifth Season repeatedly demonstrates that no single individual, regardless of extraordinary abilities, can survive
independently of others. Communities develop shared customs, survival protocols, food storage systems, and mutual
responsibilities that enable them to endure the recurring Fifth Seasons. Cooperation replaces competition as the primary
condition of survival.

Another significant aspect of Jemisin's posthuman vision is her rejection of human exceptionalism. Human exceptionalism
assumes that humans possess unique moral, intellectual, or spiritual qualities that justify their superiority over the rest of
nature. This belief has historically supported practices of environmental exploitation by treating the natural world as a
collection of resources existing solely for human benefit. The Fifth Season directly challenges this worldview. Geological
catastrophes affect humans, animals, landscapes, vegetation, and entire ecosystems alike. No species occupies a privileged
position beyond the reach of environmental transformation. Every living and material entity becomes vulnerable to the
Earth's immense geological power. This shared vulnerability constitutes one of the novel's most important ethical insights.
Human suffering cannot be understood separately from the suffering of the environment because both arise within
interconnected ecological systems. The Fifth Seasons are therefore not merely human disasters but planetary events that
reshape all forms of existence. Jemisin encourages readers to recognize that environmental crises are collective rather than
exclusively human experiences. Survival depends upon acknowledging these shared conditions instead of maintaining
illusions of human superiority.

The novel also critiques institutional structures that perpetuate domination and exclusion. The oppression of orogenes
illustrates how societies often attempt to control forms of difference that challenge established hierarchies. Orogenes are
feared precisely because their intimate relationship with geological forces destabilizes conventional definitions of humanity.
Institutions such as the Fulcrum seek to regulate and exploit their abilities, reflecting broader systems of political power that
attempt to subordinate both human bodies and natural forces. Jemisin thereby demonstrates that environmental exploitation
and social oppression emerge from similar ideological foundations rooted in hierarchy, control, and anthropocentrism.
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Jemisin's representation of posthuman survival also carries significant implications for contemporary environmental thought.
In an era marked by climate change, ecological degradation, biodiversity loss, and resource depletion, the novel challenges
readers to reconsider humanity's place within planetary systems. The crises confronting the Stillness parallel present-day
concerns regarding environmental instability, demonstrating that long-term survival requires cooperation with ecological
processes rather than attempts to master them. Technological advancement alone cannot guarantee security if humanity
continues to disregard the agency of the material world.

Ultimately, The Fifth Season proposes an affirmative posthuman ethics grounded in coexistence, adaptability, and ecological
responsibility. Rather than portraying the posthuman condition as the loss of humanity, Jemisin presents it as an opportunity
to develop more inclusive relationships with the Earth and its diverse material forms. Human identity becomes richer, more
flexible, and more ethically responsive when understood as part of an interconnected planetary community.

Through its imaginative exploration of orogenes, Stone Eaters, geological forces, and ecological resilience, the novel
redefines survival beyond the limits of human exceptionalism. Jemisin argues that the future of humanity depends not upon
asserting dominance over nature but upon recognising that humans are participants within a vibrant, dynamic, and living
material universe. By dismantling the hierarchy between humanity and the Earth, The Fifth Season offers a powerful vision
of posthuman survival founded on mutual dependence, shared vulnerability, and ecological coexistence. This vision
establishes the novel as a significant contribution to New Materialist philosophy, posthuman literary studies, and
contemporary environmental humanities, encouraging readers to imagine more sustainable and ethically responsible ways
of inhabiting an ever-changing planet.

These three concepts—material agency, geological consciousness, and posthuman survival—are inseparable within The Fifth
Season. Material agency establishes that the Earth possesses active capacities that influence history and society. Geological
consciousness expands this idea by suggesting that the planet is not merely active but responsive, capable of participating in
relationships with human civilisation. Posthuman survival emerges as the ethical consequence of recognising these realities.
If the Earth possesses agency and participates in shaping existence, then humanity can no longer imagine itself as separate
from or superior to the natural world.

Jemisin's speculative imagination thus transforms the novel into a profound philosophical reflection on ecological
coexistence. The Earth is not an adversary to be defeated, nor a resource to be exploited indefinitely. Instead, it is a living
material presence with which humanity must negotiate its future. The novel proposes that sustainable existence depends upon
humility, adaptation, and mutual dependence rather than technological mastery or political domination. This vision resonates
strongly with New Materialist philosophy, which understands agency as distributed across human and non-human actors.
Geological forces, mineral formations, environmental systems, and human communities together produce the conditions of
life. Rather than privileging human consciousness alone, Jemisin portrays reality as an assemblage of interacting material
agencies whose relationships continually reshape the world.

Through its imaginative portrayal of geological agency, living landscapes, and evolving forms of subjectivity, The Fifth
Season redefines humanity's relationship with the Earth. Jemisin demonstrates that matter is neither passive nor subordinate
but possesses vitality, memory, and transformative power. Geological consciousness challenges conventional understandings
of life and intelligence, while posthuman survival offers an ethical model grounded in ecological interdependence instead of
human supremacy.

Ultimately, the novel argues that humanity's future depends upon abandoning anthropocentric assumptions and embracing a
more relational understanding of existence. The Earth is not simply the stage upon which history occurs; it is an active
participant in history itself. By integrating material agency, geological consciousness, and posthuman survival into a unified
narrative, Jemisin offers one of the most compelling literary explorations of ecological thought in contemporary speculative
fiction. Her work demonstrates that the future of both humanity and the planet lies not in domination but in coexistence,
adaptability, and recognition of the vibrant agency of the more-than-human world
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